22 July 2022

To ,

The Hon’ble Secretary
Bar Association

High Court, Calcutta

The Calcutta High Court is one of the oldest High Court in the Country and is one of
the three Chartered High Courts to be set up in India. The Hon’ble Court enjoys the
distinction of having a rich cultural heritage and has seen exceptional legal
luminaries and Judges practising and sitting in it. As on date, the Hon’ble Court still
enjoys the privilege of having exceptional judicial minds, who discharge the pious
duty of dispensation of justice in a free and fair manner with impeccable integrity,
unimpeachable independence and moral values embodied to their core to prevent
any compromise.

Today, in a certain turn of events, we, members of the Bar Association, High Court
at Calcutta, one one of the largest association of lawyers in the Country are deeply
pained and have been thus compelled to come together to preserve and uphold the
heritage and reputation of our High Court and the Judiciary therein, which is
attempted to be tainted by a certain set of individuals who are in a powerful position
by being in politics and believe that their political privilege, by virtue of affiliation to
the Bharatiya Janata Party, surpasses the dignity of the Courts and allows them to
comment, attack and make scurrilous, contumacious and contemptuous remarks
against our Hon’ble High Court and its Judges.

On 20 July 2022, a Writ Petition was filed by the President of the Howrah
District(Rural) of the Bharatiya Janata Party seeking for directions on the State of
West Bengal to accord necessary permission for conducting a meeting of BJP on 21
July 2022 since the police authorities had apparently not responded to the
petitioner’s request. Upon extensive hearing, the Hon’ble Justice Moushumi
Bhattacharya had passed an order allowing the petitioner to hold the meeting,
subject to certain directions, in connection with the Writ Petition thereby disposing
off the matter. Subsequently, for reasons unknown, the BJP decided to call off the
meeting.

However, later in the evening, Suvendu Adhikari of the BJP, who is also the current
Leader of the Opposition in the West Bengal Legislative Assembly, had conducted a
press conference which was widely circulated wherein he chose to make
contemptuous statements and scurrilous attacks against the Hon’ble Court High
Court at Calcutta. The transcript of the statements made by Suvendu Adhikari and
its translation, is provided herein below:
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...No one can assemble anywhere in this state on this day. This is the first time
such a precedent has been set, and effectively, through the High Court, the
conditions which have been laid down are not conducive/ favourable to host a
meeting. It is against hosting a meeting. However, BJP is the world’s largest
political party, which runs 18 states and also runs the country. That is possibly
the reason why even the Hon’ble High Court did not risk not giving permission
to the BJP to host its meeting. Aswathama hoto iti gojo (meaning: something that
appears to be true, but in-fact is not or has a hidden meaning). This is the real
purpose, and that is why through this press conference we are declaring that
our protest rally is hampered and we are not hosting the meeting tomorrow...

The speech of Suvendu Adhikary is not only shocking but reeks of high headedness
and portrays stark disregard for our Hon’ble Court and its integrity.

By the aforesaid speech, Suvendu Adhikary has attempted to showcase to the public
at large that our Hon’ble Court is susceptible to the BJP since it the BJP is the
“largest political party” and “runs the country”. Suvendu Adhikary has gone ahead
to state, expressly and through insinuations, that our High Court is “afraid” of the
BJP and that orders would not be passed against BJP since our High Court is not
ready to take such “risks”.

It is rather shocking that a person in a position of privilege or power yield the
confidence or rather the audacity to make such contemptuous remarks undermining
the entire judicial system, more particularly our Hon’ble Court, freely, and devoid of
any fear and respect for the judiciary.

By making such statements, Suvendu Adhikari has not only portrayed the ideology
of the BJP, but has also attempted to lower the authority of the Hon’ble Court by
showcasing to the public that the BJP runs our Hon’ble High Court. The statements
made by Suvendu Adhikari not only scandalise the Hon’ble Court but the same is
also an attack on the Judges of the Hon’ble Court, and is a calculated attempt to
undermine the authority of the Hon’ble Court and public confidence in its
administration of justice since the Order passed by the Hon’ble Court on 20 July
2022 was not as per Suvendu Adhikari’s liking.

Such attempts to demean, denigrate and make scurrilous remarks on the Hon’ble
Court ought to be nipped in the bud, failing which persons such as Suvendu Adhikari
shall only deem fit that they are above the law and shall continue to further make a
mockery out of the judicial system.

As members of the Bar, we therefore beseech that each and every member of the Bar
Association should come together in this endeavour to protect and uphold the dignity
of our Hon’ble Court and the Hon’ble Judges therein.

We thus request you to forthwith take appropriate action as deemed expedient in
this regard.
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